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THE
TORY

Lonely schoolgirl Desma is determined to win the school science
competition and beat her arch-rival, Celestine. When Desma discovers
an incredible creature, an insect-boy endowed with a pair of moth-wings,
she thinks victory is hers. But can Desma ignore her attacks of
conscience and condemn the vulnerable moth-boy to win a competition?
Or will she forfeit her dreams of glory and suffer another humiliating
loss to Celesting?

An enchanting short film about human connection, ruthless ambition
and entomology.



DEVELOPMENT
& PRODUCTION

Writer Rachel Bowen and director Nicholas Verso met while doing
a screenwriting course in Melbourne and both shared a passion
for fantasy stories. When Rachel showed Nick the first draft of Hugo
in early 2005 he was immediately interested in directing the dark
fairytale for the screen. Six months later, producer Rita Walsh joined
the team.

Nick, Rita and Rachel collaborated first on the short film, Hollow Bones,
a coming of age tale about death, friendship and birds. Hollow Bones
had sucessful screenings at festivals both in Australia and overseas.
The trio then set their sights on bringing the more ambitious Hugo

to life.

As well as a united belief in the strength of the story Rachel, Nick
and Rita, the “three-headed monster” (as one funding executive
once put it), were determined to create Mothboy and the world
of Hugo using “in-camera” effects rather than animation and CGl.
Inspired by the fantasy films of the 1980’s that they grew up with,
such as the work of Jim Henson and Tim Burton, they set about
finding and developing the best puppeteers, wing-makers,
moth breeders and slime to help bring the story to life.

Two years later, in 2007, with the support of the Australian Film
Commission, Hugo was shot in the middle of a cold Melbourne
winter with a devoted and talented cast and crew.

It is now ready to begin the journey out of the chrysalis.



DIRECTOR

NICHOLAS
VERSO

Nicholas studied at the Victorian College of the Arts majoring

in Media Production. During this time, Nicholas collaborated with
Melbourne musician, Wendy Rule, on a series of music videos for
Full Moon In Scorpio (screened on Rage, ABC TV), Think Of The Day
(screened as part of the Melbourne International Festival), Inanna
(screened during the Melbourne Underground Film Festival) the video
release An Underworld Journey, Three Colours, Penelope and most
recently, Half Life (nominated for an ATOM award). He also worked
with musicians Kerri Simpson, Craig Patterson, Beki & The Bullets
and Monique Brumby.

In 2003, Nicholas completed his first feature film, MAX:

A Cautionary Tale that screened at festivals around Australia,
USA (screening at Walt Disney World and winning Best New Director
at the New York Independent Film & Video Festival) and Europe.
Since then, he has been commissioned by the Next Wave Festival
to produce a series of shorts entitled 3 Stories High as well as
directing the short films, Hollow Bones and Training Wheels.

He is currently developing his next feature, The 24 Hour Window,
with the support of the AFC. Nicholas also works as an AV Designer
for theatre, and is one of Melbourne’s most in-demand DJs.



PRODUCER
RITA
WALSH

Rita completed a Bachelor of Creative Arts at The University

of Melbourne in 2002. Over the last five years Rita worked on the
productions of many Melbourne film and TV projects that include
BoyTown, Noise, Curtin, Lake Mungo, Crackerjack, The Murray Whelan
Series and Kath and Kim. In 2004 she attended the Screen Producer’s
Association of Australia annual conference as part of the Emerging
Producers scheme. She formed Standing There Production with
Lorin Clarke in 2003 and produced two critically and commercially
successful stage plays as well as the short film | Could Be Anybody.
Rita also produced the short film Hollow Bones with Nicholas Verso
and Rachel Bowen while Hugo was pending a funding decision.

Rita is currently completing a Producers Attachment on Bright Star
with Jan Chapman and is looking forward to producing her first
television and film projects with teams like Nicholas and Rachel.

WRITER

RACHEL
BOWEN

Rachel had her first true taste of dramatic writing while she studied
Creative Arts at the Victorian College of the Arts (The University of
Melbourne). Addicted, she went on to study Professional Screenwriting
at RMIT. She has written several short films, most recently; The Visitor
(Raw Nerve Funding Winner - Screened at MIFF 2007), Hollow Bones
(screened at NewFest NY USA 2007, Phillyfest PA USA 2007).
She has also written for theatre and in 2005 was honoured to
win Saint Martins Young Playwrights’ Competition with her play
The Deserters.

Rachel currently works in marketing for Hopscotch Films
and is developing several film and television projects.



CONTACT
DETAILS

Rita Walsh

Producer
rita@hugothefilm.com
+61 419 625 001

Thaumatrope Pty Ltd

5 Kingfisher Gardens
East Brunswick VIC 3057
Australia

More information about the film and its makers and still photos
are available on our website www.hugothefilm.com

Produced in Association with

X :Illl::mlm
Australian Government COMMISSION

Production Supported by

Kodak [l | e eskith®

aaaaaaaaa Cinevex Digital Fost production sound for fim and televisian

F



